
QUICKWRITES FOR THE CRUCIBLE
For daily reading sections (approx 10-15 pages of text), there is a warm-up/quickwrite/journal topic that relates to the section’s reading.  When I use these, I put each quickwrite on a separate page and print them on overhead sheets to use as warm ups for the first 10 minutes of class before reading (writing 7 minutes; pair-sharing/discussing prompt responses 3 minutes).  Connection to play included in prompts.  Page numbers are for McDougal Littell’s hard cover blue/green version.  Rubric for quickwrite checks included (for use after 15 quickwrites):

Quickwrite # 1-Crucible pages 1-7




Date: _____________


Prompt:  Write about your town.  Where is it located?  What are its attributes?  What benefits/drawbacks are there for living there?  Explain.
Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, Miller gives background about the town of Salem and how it came to exist.

Quickwrite # 2-Crucible pages 8-20




Date: _____________


Prompt:  How important is one’s reputation?  What can you tell about a person based on his/her reputation?  Write about your reputation in school, at home, and in your community.
Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, we are introduced to Reverend Parris who is most concerned about his reputation in the town of Salem.
Quickwrite # 3-Crucible pages 20-34




Date: _____________


Prompt:  Write about a time you did something you regretted.  What did you do?  Who else was involved?  Why did you do it?  What was the end result?  What did you learn from it?
Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, we meet John Proctor and learn of a mistake he made that he regrets.
Quickwrite # 4-Crucible pages 34-51
 (end Act 1)


Date: _____________


Prompt:  What is your view of the devil?  If one does exist, what does he look like, act like?  What is his purpose?  

Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, Miller explains the Puritan view of the devil.

Quickwrite # 5 Crucible pages 52-66




Date: _____________


Prompt:  Write about time when you felt like you had to stand up to an authority figure. Why did you feel that way? Did you act on your feelings? Why/why not?
Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, Mary Warren, the Proctors’ servant takes a stand against John and Elizabeth.
Quickwrite # 6 Crucible pages 66-85



Date: _____________


Prompt:  Write about a time you or someone you know was accused of something you/he/she didn't do. How did you/he/she react? How was the issue resolved?
Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, several of Salem’s respected women are accused of witchcraft.
Quickwrite # 7 Crucible pages 87-102



Date: _____________


Prompt:  Write about a time when you or someone you know were willing to stand up for someone else’s sake.  Why were you willing to put yourself in danger for them?  What was the result?

Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, Giles and Proctor attempt to stand up for their wives in court.

Quickwrite # 8 Crucible pages 102-112



Date: _____________


Prompt: Write your feelings about the American legal system/court system/justice system.  Is it fair?  Why/why not?  Support opinion with examples/stories from famous trials.

Connection to The Crucible:  Act Three takes place entirely in the courtroom.

Quickwrite # 9 Crucible pages 113-126 (end act 3)


Date: _____________


Prompt: Write about a time when you/someone you know were mocked or teased about something.  How did it make you/them feel?  How did you/they react?

OR

Send student out with a note (to another teacher—set it up with another teacher beforehand, so they are expecting a fake “note”)  and tell students to mimic when he/she returns.  After playing out bit, ask student how it felt and what they wanted to do, thought of those mocking him/her.

Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, Mary Warren is teased by the other girls.
Quickwrite #10 Crucible pages 127-140 



Date: _____________


Prompt:  What do you know about jail?  Describe your impressions of prison and inmates.  How can prison change a person (for better or worse)?
Connection to The Crucible:  In this section, many Salemites have spent some time in jail, and it is starting to make them a bit crazy.

Quickwrite #11 Crucible pages 140-152 (end of play)

Date: _____________


Prompt:  Give John Proctor advice on what he should do.  Should he confess so he can live in jail, or should he deny and die with his “name”?  Explain.  What do you think he will do?  What would you do if placed in that situation?

Connection to The Crucible:  We learn John’s fate by the end of the play.

Quickwrite #12 Crucible (after finishing play)

Date: _____________


Prompt:  Would you recommend The Crucible to a friend to read?  Why/why not?  Explain with textual details.
Quickwrite Assignment and Rubric

I will collect your quickwrites every three weeks.  You will have one quickwrite per day as a warm-up assignment.  The prompts will be on the board when you enter.  You will have 10 minutes per day to complete the assigned prompt.  The quickwrites are a way for you to consider issues that will come up in the day’s assignment and/or to reflect on readings we have completed.  I will collect quickwrites after 15 have been assigned.  Each entry should completely and thoughtfully answer all aspects of the assigned prompts.  A thorough response will have approximately 100-150 words.  If you miss a day, you need to see a friend to find out the quickwrite you missed.  Keep this paper the entire semester as all checks will be graded on the rubric below.  

Your entries should be set up as follows:

Date:

Quickwrite # _____:

Prompt: (copy from board):

Your response (100-150 words):

_____________________________________________________________(draw a line separating each entry)
Quickwrite Check #1 (15 quickwrites due)

	CATEGORY 
	4 - Above 

Standards 
	3 - Meets 

Standards 
	2 - Approaching 

Standards 
	1 - Below 

Standards 
	0-Far Below Standards

	Number of Entries 
	15 entries 
	12-14 entries 
	9-11 entries 
	5-8 entries 
	4 or less entries 

	Format 
	Proper format on all entries (includes date, quickwrite number, copied prompt, and your response with a line between each entry) 
	Proper format on 12-14 entries (includes date, quickwrite number, copied prompt, and your response with a line between each entry) 
	Proper format on 9-11 entries (includes date, quickwrite number, copied prompt, and your response with a line between each entry) 
	Proper format on 5-8 entries (includes date, quickwrite number, copied prompt, and your response with a line between each entry) 
	No attempt to follow assigned format 

	Response Length 
	All 15 responses are 100 words or more. 
	12-14 responses are 100 words or more 
	9-11 responses are 100 words or more 
	5-8 responses are 100 words or more 
	4 or less of the responses are 100 words or more 

	Response Quality 
	Each entry is thorough and thoughtful. All responses answer each part of the prompts assigned. 
	12-14 of the entries are thorough and thoughtful. 12-14 responses answer each part of the prompts assigned. 
	9-11 of the entries are thorough and thoughtful. 9-11 responses answer each part of the prompts assigned. 
	5-8 of the entries are thorough and thoughtful. 5-8 responses answer each part of the prompts assigned. 
	4 or less of the entries are thorough and thoughtful. 4 or less responses answer each part of the prompts assigned. 


J. Hampton


